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A global network of cities for sustainability 
1000+ members in mega-cities, super-cities, urban regions, large cities, medium-

and small cities & towns in 88 countries, impacting on ~ 20% of world´s urban 

population 
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The Urban NEXUS responds to the challenging demands of a 

rapidly urbanizing world 
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Conventional approach UrbanNEXUS Approach - Curitiba 

Responses to Urban Sustainability   
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Urban NEXUS study learned from 37 case examples, 

global overview of case studies: 
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The Urban NEXUS Approach focuses on identifying and 

developing prospects for achieving multiple urban policy 

objectives through single investments, projects or programs  
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UrbanNexus  Pilot projects 

Nashik, India 
Resource issues/constraints: Groundwater depletion; high energy use for 
water treatment and distribution; decreasing available land for cultivation. 

 

Local Energy-Water-Agriculture-Land Nexus:  

Assessing inefficiencies, activating idle land, promoting urban  

and peri-urban agriculture (UPA). Pilot interventions: 
– Agriculture Pump Sets, efficiency & performance evaluation 

– Mapping biogas potential in the pilot area 

– Creating potential groundwater recharging system 

– Promoting agro-tourism/ agro-education in schools  

 

Kinondoni Municipality, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
Nexus Approach 

Using 2 neighboring primary schools as demonstration sites for educating 
community as well as local government actors. 

● Interventions: Rainwater harvesting, vertical food gardens, energy 
efficiency (cooking) 

● Benefits of working in schools, e.g.:  
– Various municipal departments need to be implicated 

– Improved learning environment for students 

– Educating community through children 
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ICLEI´s CityFood Network 

• Urban Vegetable Gardens Network: Promoting local food production in 

multifunctional projects, Almada, Portugal  
 

• Eco-friendly urban agriculture for a sustainable city, Gangdong-gu Municipal 

Government, Republic of Korea  
 

• Vertical Farming: Taking food production to new heights,  Association for 

Vertical Farming, Munich, Germany 
 

• Food cycles in Evanston, City of Evanston, USA 
 

• Urban-rural food cooperation, Seferihisar Municipality, Turkey 
 

• Agriculture and food waste: How to turn waste into sustainable resources  

Linköping, Sweden 
 

• Food program: Linking social, health and sustainability goals,Delio Malheiros, 

Vice Mayor, Belo Horizonte, Brazil  
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● http://www.iclei.org/urbannexus.html 

 

 

● http://worldcongress2015.iclei.org/ 

 

 

 

● Yunus.arikan@iclei.org  
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